
     

 

 
PROGRAM 

SYMPOSIUM ‘REINTRODUCING MIGRATORY BIRDS’ 
KELLER AUDITORIUM | LINCOLN PARK ZOO | CHICAGO, ILLINOIS, USA  
NOVEMBER 17, 2018 | 9:00AM - 5:30PM 
 

9:00 Welcome 
 Johannes FRITZ | Waldrappteam, LIFE+ Reason for Hope 
 
9:10 The challenges of migratory species reintroductions 
 Introductory Keynote by Phil SEDDON 
 Department of Zoology, University of Otago, Dunedin, New Zealand 

 
Theme 1: Scientific basis for the restoration of migratory behaviour 

Bird migration is a complex interface between innate and learned behaviour and a broad field of ongoing 
research. Developing adequate reintroduction methods requires understanding the mechanisms and functions 
of bird migration. This theme has its focus on basic research, which can enlighten conservation approaches. 

 
9:35 Why do birds fly in formation? Ongoing research with the Northern Bald Ibis 
 Key Note by Johannes FRITZ 
 Waldrappteam, LIFE+ Reason for Hope 
 
10:00 Culture shapes movements in a reintroduced migratory bird 
 Key Note by Sarah J CONVERSE | U.S. Geological Survey, Washington Cooperative Fish 

and Wildlife Research Unit, University of Washington 
 
10:25 coffee break 
 
11:00 Migration of wild and captive bred Asian houbara 
 Key Note by Yves HINGRAT 
 Reneco International Wildlife Consultants, LLC. 
 
11:25 general discussion 
 
12:00 lunch break (1 hour) 
 

Theme 2: Human-led migration and other reintroduction techniques 

Ellis et al. (2005) forecasted a time when the human-led migration concept is applied to restore the migrations 
of birds of many taxa, migratory ungulates, and perhaps even arthropods. Now, 13 years later, what is the 
conclusion so far, what are the limits and the potential of this method? Which other techniques are available for 
the restoration of migratory species? 

 
13:00 Socially involved hand-rearing and human led migration as key method for the 

reintroduction of the Northern Bald Ibis 
 Key Note by Anne-Gabriela SCHMALSTIEG and Bernhard GÖNNER 
 Waldrappteam, LIFE+ Reason for Hope 
 

  



13:25 Re-introduction of Whooping Cranes (Grus americana) in North America 
 Key Note by John B. FRENCH, Jr. 
 USGS Patuxent Wildlife Research Center, Laurel, MD 
 
13:50 First experience and lessons learned from translocation of Aquatic warbler - Europe’s 

rarest passerine and long distant migrant 
 Key Note by Zymantas MORKVENAS 
 Baltic Environmental Forum, Lithuania 
 
14:15 Over-winter ranching and aided migration to help recover the orange-bellied parrot 
 Key Note by Amy COETSEE 
 Zoos Victoria 
 
14:40 general discussion 
 
15:00 coffee break 
 

Theme 3: How do we deal with threats throughout migratory pathways? 

During migration, birds are extremely exposed to environmental and human influences. Preventing mortality on 
such a large scale is challenging, but new technologies provide us with a range of new and innovative 
opportunities. 

 
15:30 Illegal hunting of Northern Bald Ibises in Italy 
 Key Note by Barbara EBERHARD 
 Waldrappteam, LIFE+ Reason for Hope 

 
15:45 Innovative approaches against illegal bird hunting: The Northern Bald Ibis as a 

flagship species 
 Key Note by Johannes FRITZ 
 Waldrappteam, LIFE+ Reason for Hope 

 
16:00 general discussion 

 
Discussion 

 
16:20 What are the biggest challenges when reintroducing migratory birds? 
 What are the best solutions to deal with them? 
 
17:30 end of conference 

 
 
 
 

Registration 

▪ Via e-mail to symposium@waldrapp.eu 
▪ No participation fee, lunch not included 
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